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BOARD CORRESPONDENCE ATTACHMENT 

Emails received: 

Feb. 26, 2020 - present 

 

From: Harriet N. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun sales 

Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 1:14:43 PM 

 

Dear Ms. O'Leary, 

 

As a long time southern California resident, parent and grandparent watching children and youth get 

murdered by guns across the country, I’ve considered myself lucky to live in a state with decent gun laws. 

Yet I just learned that a gun sale planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ into our backyard. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by local folks and 

used to shoot any of us. A Crossroads representative called this a “craft”; I’m not at all amused. Such 

guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in California 

because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will be responsible. A “ghost gun” was used to kill youth in the recent 

Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse these sales. I cannot say I will never step foot on the 

Fairgrounds again, but I will strongly think about contributing to its revenues when making decisions 

whether or not to attend events there. San Diego children’s safety comes first. 

 

I hope you and the board does the right thing. 

 

Harriet N. 

 

 

From: Marcia B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 

Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 1:18:31 PM 

 

Dear Donna, 

 

As both a retired teacher and a parent watching children and youth get murdered by guns across the 

country, I’ve considered myself lucky to live in a state with decent gun laws. Yet I just learned that a gun 

sale planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by selling build-yourself “ghost 

guns“ into our backyard. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by local folks and 

used to shoot any of us. A Crossroads representative called this a “craft”; I’m not at all amused. Such 

guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in California 
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because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will be responsible. A “ghost gun” was used to kill youth in the recent 

Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the stateowned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse these sales. 

 

Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Marcia B. 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Stella R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Del Mar Crossroads of the West Gun Show 

Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 1:17:27 PM 

 

Donna, 

 

It is with great dismay that I have just learned that the upcoming Crossroads of the West Gun Show to be 

held in the Del Mar Fairground facilities will be allowing the sale of “ghost” guns. These weapons are 

sold absent background checks and identifying processes, hence rendering these guns untraceable. 

Because they are being classified as a “craft”, age limits, background checks, waiting periods, required 

registration, firearms training and other California gun safety laws are not applicable. Clearly this is a 

current legislative loophole that should not be encouraged through the utilization of our public facilities. 

The availability of ghost guns only adds to increased risks already faced by communities, schools, public 

venues as well as individuals. Del Mar should not be a compliant part of this problem. 

 

I urge you to insist on banning and enforcing through any means available the sale of “ghost” guns in 

whole or in part at next week’s Crossroads of the West Gun Show. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stella R. (concerned citizen) 

 

 

From: Deedee R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 11:04:44 AM 

 

I am a parent and grandparent and I strongly urge you to prevent the sale of the Ghost guns at the 

Del Mar Fair. Please prohibit these sales for the sake of all our children in this country! I live in Solana 

Beach and thank you for considering my request. 

Mary D. R. 
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From: Charles B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Friday, March 06, 2020 10:59:18 AM 

 

Please pass this message on to: President: Richard Valdez, President; Lisa Barkett, Vice President; Lee 

Haydu, Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nejabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman, and David Watson. 

 

Dear Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

We appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting 

period, background check, or age limit.  

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well 

as other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Charles and Marilyn B. 

Escondido, Calif  

 

 

From: Cantor Lori F. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: RE: Crossroads of the West 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 3:02:12 PM 

 

To: Board Members of the Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am senior clergy of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, our security measures have more than doubled and our congregants have 

to pass guards simply to enter our place of worship. The availability of ghost guns in our backyard 

increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as other faith communities and schools. I 

urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cantor Lori F. 

Temple Adat Shalom 

Poway, CA 92064 

www.adatshalom.com 

Member of the American Conference of Cantors 
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From: Sharon 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Attn: Donna O"Leary 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 11:34:31 AM 

 

To: Board - Del Mar Fair 

Attn: Donna O'Leary 

 

The proposed sale of "ghost guns" at the upcoming West Gun Show at the Del Mar Fair Grounds is 

totally unacceptable for the safety of everyone in San Diego County! I am a member of Temple Adat 

Shalom synagogue in Poway, very close to where a woman was murdered by a gunman a year ago at 

Chabad of Poway. We have been forced to undergo a great deal of security now. Allowing these "ghost 

guns" to be sold threatens our safety and that of everyone in San Diego County and beyond! 

 

I hope you will see your responsibility to NOT allow the sale of these guns at the Del Mar Fair/West Gun 

Show. 

 

Sharon S. 

Escondido, CA 

 

From: Richard Valdez 

To: Donna O"Leary; Tim Fennell 

Cc: Lisa Barkett Contact 

Subject: Fw: Ghost Guns at Fairgrounds 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 11:18:43 AM 

 

From: Jean S. 

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 12:26 PM 

To: Richard Valdez 

Subject: Ghost Guns at Fairgrounds 

 

Please stop the sale of ghost guns at the fairgrounds. What possible good can come of that? If you do not 

stop this insanity, may the blood of the victims be on your conscience. 

 

Mary Jean S. 

Solana Beach 

 

From: Richard Valdez 

To: Donna O"Leary; Tim Fennell 

Cc: Lisa Barkett Contact 

Subject: Fw: Ghost Guns 

 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 11:18:26 AM 

From: Liz D. 

Sent: Saturday, February 29, 2020 4:18 PM 

To: Richard Valdez 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

 

Dear Board Member: 

 

My life and the lives of my family and friends are at greater risk unless you take action to end the sale of 

ghost guns at the Crossroads Gun Show on March 14 & 15, 2020 and any Crossroads shows thereafter if 

court ordered. 
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While we will never know the number of lives you saved by your vote on September 11, 2018 for a 

moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-owned property you 

administer, we know the risk is now even greater than before because of the increased number of Ghost 

guns being sold at Crossroads gun shows. 

 

In my community we have seen the risk of gun violence first-hand. You have, too, in San Diego. The Los 

Angeles office of ATF recently stated that more than 30% of in recovered crime guns were unserialized 

and untraceable. You now know that Ghost guns are overtaking our gun safety laws in California because 

the purchasers evade background checks, age limits, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

Two of the current board members in charge of your strategic planning effort spoke strongly about the 

incompatibility of the Fairgrounds’ mission statement and Crossroads gun shows. You can’t ask for 

community input on strategic planning now and put the community at greater risk at the same time. 

 

In July 2018, your former Board Chairman recognized the risk and immediately expelled Firearms 

Unknown when he saw them set up as a vendor. I implore you to carry out your fiduciary responsibility to 

the state, law enforcement and the Governor. You have the power to act. 

 

With hope for your protection, 

Elizabeth B. D. 

 

From: Linda G. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 11:30:50 AM 

 

To the Del Mar Fairgrounds Board, 

 

Please say “no” to ghost guns by not allowing these deadly weapons to be built with the help of the 

Fairgrounds. 

 

Thank you, 

Linda G. 

From: Rhiannon R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Atten: Donna O’Leary 

Date: Thursday, March 05, 2020 8:20:48 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair (President: Richard Valdez, President; Lisa Barkett, Vice President; Lee 

Haydu, Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nejabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman, and David Watson) 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

My daughter attends daycare at Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on 

several U.S. synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter her daycare. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by the temple's congregation, 

its larger community, as well as other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost 

guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

Sincerely, 

Rhiannon R. 
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From: Paul C. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: inclusion of "ghost guns" in the Del Mar Fair 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 7:49:53 PM 

 

Greetings Ms. O'Leary, 

 

I strongly urge you and the Del Mar Fair Board to not allow the display and sale of "ghost guns" or 

"assemble your own guns" at the upcoming fair. The reasons to not allow them at the fair are too many to 

count and the downside of restriction is minimal. Thanks. 

 

Paul 

Prof. Paul C., DrPH 

Kilimanjaro Centre for Community Ophthalmology 

US: San Diego, CA 92128 

South Africa: H53 OMB, Groote Schuur Hospital, University of Cape Town 

Observatory, 7925 Cape Town, South Africa 

Tanzania: PO Box 2254, Moshi, Tanzania 

Skype: pcourtright 

Phone: + 

Twitter:  

www.kcco.net 

 

 

From: rick 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 3:45:07 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Sincerely, 

Simons 

Richard M. S., Pharm.D. 
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From: Adam K. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns at the West Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 2:01:48 PM 

 

Hi Donna, 

 

My son attends Temple Adat Shalom, and I received the email about ghost guns being sold at the West 

Gun Show. I am opposed to them being sold. I think it is a huge safety concern for the general public, and 

especially students at schools. Thank you for considering my feelings. 

 

 

From: Jennifer B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns and Gun shows 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 2:58:35 PM 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by faith communities and 

schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jenny B. 

For more information, please see the L.A. Times Story at: 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-02-16/del-mar-gun-show-approved-march 

 

From: Lindsey N. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Atten: Donna O’Leary: Del Mar Fair Gun Show Ghost Guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 4:43:31 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit.  

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey N. 
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From: marshlitt@ 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 12:50:27 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, Dr. Marshall J. L. 

 

 

From: PowayBBB 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Sale of Ghost Guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 11:31:50 AM 

 

Dear Members of the Del Mar Fair Board Richard Valdez, President; Lisa Barkett, Vice President; Lee 

Haydu, Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nejabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman, and David Watson. 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I live in Poway around the corner from Temple Adat Shalom. Because of the reality of attacks on several 

U.S. synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter this place of community 

activities. The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by 

congregations, and other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the 

Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michele T. N. 

Poway, CA  

Atten: Donna O’Leary: doleary@sdfair.com 
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From: Chris T. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Del Mar Gun Show Concerns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 11:53:42 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

the Johnson Family 

 

 

From: Lorraine T. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Crossroads of the West Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 12:23:29 PM 

 

Dear Board of the Del Mar Fairgrounds, 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fairgrounds and that you’ve 

had to deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no 

waiting period, background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including Poway, I often have to pass security guards simply to enter my place of worship. 

The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as 

well as other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar 

Fairgrounds. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lorraine T 
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From: Richard K. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Crossroads Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 12:16:48 PM 

 

Dear Donna O'Leary, 

 

It has come to my attention that at the Crossroads of the West Gun Show opening at the Del Mar Fair 

Grounds on March 14, the sale of "ghost guns" is planned. 

 

It is totally unconscionable to allow the sale of these untraceable guns with no waiting period, background 

check or age limit. 

 

The increase in gun violence in our country & in the greater San Diego community is becoming worse, 

sales of these ghost guns just exacerbates the problem. 

 

If the gun show must go on, as I suspect it will, I call on you & the members of the Del Mar Fair Board to 

disallow the sales of the ghost guns. This is CERTAINLY not the time to encourage and abet the sale of 

untraceable firearms, just furthering an already horrible problem. 

 

Furthermore, in the future I encourage your NOT allowing Crossroads of the West or other Gun shows to 

be staged at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. These shows are essentially a vehicle for promoting irresponsible 

gun ownership and effectively ENCOURAGE Gun Violence. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard K. 

Escondido, CA 

 

 

From: Leslie M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Urgent request 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 10:01:43 AM 

 

I am writing because I am so distressed that at the Gun Show on March 14th, ghost guns will be sold!! As 

a parent of a ten year old who attends school in Poway, I am totally afraid that that action will make it 

easier for some unsteady, misinformed, troubled person will have the means to threaten our community 

and its citizens. Just a few blocks from me, Chabad Synagogue was attacked. Please ban this sale and help 

stop making it easier for hate to continue to inflict our citizens. 

 

Thank you. 

Leslie M. 

Poway 
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From: Susan L. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Urgent for Del Mar Fair Board 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 8:26:56 AM 

 

Dear Board Members of the Del Mar Fair, 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

Last year I heard the gunshots (from my kitchen table) that killed and maimed innocent neighbors at 

Chabad of Poway. I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom, also in Poway. Because of the reality of 

attacks on several U.S. synagogues, including in Poway, I now have to pass guards simply to enter my 

place of worship. The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our 

congregation, as well as other faith communities and schools, and empowers would-be shooters. If you do 

not ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair, you could be indirectly responsible for violence that 

will result from such crafty attempts to distribute violent weapons as though they were a craft project, not 

a dangerous weapon. 

 

Sincerely, 

Susan L L. 

Author & Teacher 

-- 

Susan L. Lipson 

Author & Writing Teacher 

Inspiring awe for words and awesome 

writing, since 1997 

CHECK OUT MY NEW POETRY BOOK: Disillusions of Grandeur--and Other Eye- 

Openers: poems by 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07WZ2RPH1/ref=cm_sw_r_sms_c_api_i_6WkCDbHGT87KB 

www.susanllipsonauthor.com 

www.susanllipson.blogspot.com 

www.susanllipsonwritingteacher.blogspot.com 

 

 

From: Dana I. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: PLEASE ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 7:59:07 AM 

 

Attn: Donna O’Leary 

 

Hello to the Del Mar Fairgrounds Board: Richard Valdez, President; Lisa Barkett, Vice President; Lee 

Haydu, Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nejabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman, and David Watson, 

 

Please, please, please, ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. I support a ban against all 

gun and ammunition sales at Del Mar Fairgrounds, but if that is not possible then at the least ghost guns 

should not be allowed. 
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I have lived in San Diego for 22 years and I enjoy visiting the Del Mar Fairgrounds for various events. 

My family (me, my husband, and my three teenagers) are members of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. As 

we approach the one year anniversary of the murder and gun-shooting at Chabad Poway, the idea of 

making ghost guns available in our own backyard is outrageous, dangerous, and not to be permitted. 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fairgrounds and that you’ve 

had to deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by my family and my 

temple congregation, as well as other faith communities and schools. I urge you to please ban the sale of 

ghost guns at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

As reported by the LA Times, a 16-year-old boy used a .45-caliber pistol made from a kit in a Nov. 14, 

2019, shooting that killed two classmates and injured three others before killing himself at Saugus High 

School in Santa Clarita, north of Los Angeles. The ghost gun may have belonged to the boy’s father. 

Please learn from history. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dana I. 

 

 

From: Susan K. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Please ban the sale of ghost guns -- a plea to keep all children safe 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 7:35:11 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Susan K. 

 

 

From: Kaye C. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: No to Ghost Guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 8:59:28 AM 

 

To Board, Del Mar Fair, 

 

I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns. I live about a mile away from the Poway synagogue in Rancho 

Bernardo that was recently attacked by gun violence and neighbors of mine were killed. The availability 
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of ghost guns sold at the Del Mar Fair Grounds increases the risks of gun violence already faced by our 

community. 

 

I am a member of Chalice Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Escondido. During a recent renovation 

of our church, we rented worship space on Sunday morning from a synagogue near the shooting in 

Poway. Because of the risks faced by our Jewish neighbors, our church members passed armed guards to 

enter our Sunday worship services. 

 

The decision about ghost gun that you will make affects the safety of us all. With appreciation for the 

difficulty of standing up for what is in the community's best interest in face of the pressure from the gun 

show lawyers, I ask that you set community safety above profit. 

 

May you be at ease with your decision, 

-- 

Kaye 

"A ship in port is safe, but that is not what ships are for. Sail out to sea and do new things." 

Rear Admiral Dr. Grace Hopper (1906-1992), 

the Computer scientist who invented COBOL 

 

 

From: susan s. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 8:47:25 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Susan S. 

 

 

From: trahall4@ 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: ghost guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 9:10:07 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 
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I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to please ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

For more information, please see the L.A. Times Story at: 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-02-16/del-mar-gun-show-approved-march 

 

Warmest regards, 

Derek and Tracy S. 

 

 

From: Vicki 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: ghost guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 9:34:36 AM 

 

To Board Members: Richard Valdez, Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nejabat, 

Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman, and David Watson 

 

Thank you for standing up to the gun lobby in the past and stemming the tide of this epidemic of gun 

violence among in American society. We have, by far, the largest number of gun deaths in the western 

world. Too many of our citizens have lost their lives to this unnecessary act of violence. I understand the 

current need to appease the Crossroads of the West Gun Show (ie the NRA) because of their legal action 

against SD Fairgrounds. However, the sale of ghost guns is absolutely unconscionable. Components 

needed to make these guns are sold with no waiting period, background check, or age limit. They don’t 

have a serial number and, as a result, are untraceable. In addition, they are considered “craft kits”. 

Therefore any gun laws that would put a constraint on their sale is deemed invalid. This concerns me and 

my family a great deal. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of recent murders and attacks in several U.S. 

synagogues, including Poway, my family and I have to pass guards simply to enter our place of worship. 

The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced not only by our 

congregation, but all faith communities, schools and public venues. I strongly urge you, as responsible 

members of the Board of Directors of the SD Fairgrounds, to ban the sale of ghost guns at the San Diego 

Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Vicki D. 

Not all storms come to disrupt your life... some come to clear your path… 
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From: Susan L. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: ghost gun kits 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 7:52:55 AM 

 

Dear Donna, 

 

I'd like to register my disapproval of the sale of ghost gun kits (make it yourself) at the Del Mar Fair. 

How very disappointing to see this. It will certainly impact my plans to support the institution. Thank you 

for considering this. 

-- 

Susan L., MD 

Author, Crossing Paths 

co-founder, Kilimanjaro Centre for Community Ophthalmology 

 

 

From: Phillip B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: For the safety of my children and yours - please block the sales of ghost guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 6:50:42 AM 

 

Donna, 

 

I am a huge fan of kits that help you create things like computers or science projects. Thankfully, those 

kits do not potentially direct harm to other people, guns do. I appreciate that you previously voted to 

suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to deal with legal action by the Crossroads of 

the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is unconscionable. Components needed to make 

these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Phillip 

 

 

From: N & B H. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Del Mar Gun Show 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 8:27:04 AM 

 

Dear Donna O'Leary, 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend the gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you've had 

to deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check or age limit. 
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I know members of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, they have to pass guards simply to enter their place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in their backyard increases the risks already faced by the congregation, as well 

as other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nancy H. 

Carlsbad 

 

 

From: Richard S. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ban Sale of Ghost Guns 

Date: Wednesday, March 04, 2020 9:55:58 AM 

 

Dear Del Mar Fair Board, 

 

It is unconscionable that you are considering allowing the sale of ghost guns at the Crossroads of the 

West Gun Show. I have always supported responsible gun sales as well as background checks, as 

transparency and accountability are vital. Allowing the public to purchase build-your-own gun kits is 

irresponsible and dangerous. 

 

I live in Poway, not too far from the Chabad of Poway synagogue in which a shooting occurred last April, 

and the availability of ghost guns will make my community, as well as your community, less safe. For the 

sake of our children, I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard S. 

Poway, CA 

 

From: Jana F. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun show 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 8:58:49 PM 
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From: Amanda A. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Urgent 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:56:48 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. That means even those legally not allowed to own firearms can purchase 

these thereby bypassing California gun laws. How can you allow this to be sold in our city? 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. This is 

truly a no brainer! 

 

Sincerely, 

Amanda F. 

concerned wife and soon to be mother 

 

 

From: Mindy D. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Prohibit sale of ghost guns/Crossroads West Gun Show 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 3:33:18 PM 

 

Dear Richard Valdez and honorable Board members, 

 

As a responsible society within a country hosting many mass shootings, we all need to examine the nature 

of craft vs. selling gun parts, which are as ghost guns, unserialized and untraceable, as a craft item. These 

guns kill people when aimed at people and the trigger is pulled, and the bullet hits the target. Freedom is 

not without responsibility. 

 

Among industrialized nations, the U.S., alone, has produced many mass murderers, due in large part to 

the proliferation of firearms. As compared with the other industrialized nations, the U.S. does not have a 

bigger percentage of unbalanced people, or less counseling programs; and we simply have more firearms 

per capita (second behind Yemen.) 

 

Please use your responsibility wisely, and prohibit the sale of ghost guns at the Crossroads, West Gun 

Show, Del Mar Fair, soon to open. 

 

Thank you, 

Mindy D. 

Teaching Artist and 

former Adjunct Professor, CSUSM 
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From: Michael G. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Prevent "ghost gun" sales at the Del Mar Gun Show 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:01:07 PM 

 

Dear Del Mar Fair Board Members: 

 

I am writing to register my strong opposition the sale of so-called ghost guns at the forthcoming 

Crossroads of the West Gun Show. These kits make it absurdly easy to circumvent the common-sense 

background checks required to purchase a conventional gun and to take possession of a firearm that is 

untraceable by any serial number. They play right into the hands of criminals and people with psychiatric 

problems that should prevent them from owning a firearm because of the risks to themselves and others. 

 

I urge you not to be a part of this threat to the safety of our community. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael K G., MD,PhD 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Amanda T. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Please ban ghost guns! 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:07:29 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit.  

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

Sincerely, 

 

Amanda T. 

Get BlueMail for Android 

 

 

From: Teresa W. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: opposing the sale of gun kits 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:11:04 PM 

 

Dear Donna O'Leary and the Del Mar Fair Board, 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 
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I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit.  

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Teresa W. 

 

 

From: Marla G. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Help Keep Our Community Safe 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:26:07 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. Our 7 year old is also a study at the Carmel Valley San Diego 

Jewish Academy. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Marla E. G. 

 

 

From: Will T. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun show 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:33:33 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 
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availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Will T. 

 

 

From: Sona H. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:02:28 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Suhash and Sona H. 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

From: suzi g. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:13:08 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

EWhen will it be stopped? 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Please take action ! 

 

Sincerely, 

Susan G. 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Esther 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns at gun show in Del Mar Fair Grounds 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 10:10:47 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Esther W. 

 

 

From: Jennifer B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 10:21:21 PM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer B. MD 

  



Page | 22 

 

 

From: Barbara M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 9:30:28 PM 

 

Dear Ms. O’Leary please distribute to the board. Thank you! 

 

I am very scared about the prospect of ghost guns being sold in our community. I appreciate that you 

previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to deal with legal action 

by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is unconscionable. 

Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, background check, 

or age limit. I still don’t understand how this is possible in this day and age! 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

Please!!!!! 

 

Sincerely, 

Barbara M. 

 

 

From: Kim M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Gun Sales at Del Mar Fair 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 10:33:11 PM 

 

Dear Del Mar Fair Board of Directors: 

 

An article in the LA Times recently wrote about untraceable "ghost" gun assembly kits being sold at gun 

shows, including planned sales at the upcoming gun show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds in March. Please 

ban these items from being sold at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

Above all, the Del Mar Fairgrounds should be looking out for both the safety of the community it serves 

in addition to its business interests. You should not open yourselves to liability from lawsuits should a 

ghost gun be purchased from one of the vendors at the gun show and used to commit a crime. I'm sure 

that you are aware that the Supreme Court has awarded victims of the Sandy Hook massacre the right to 

sue gun manufacturers in late 2019. The logical progression is that gun shows and their hosts, such as the 

Del Mar Fairgrounds, will be subject to increased scrutiny and levels of responsibility. 

 

Does your organization wish to shoulder that risk, or will you take responsible action against this type of 

sale? 

 

Thank you, 

Kim M. 

Concerned parent and community member 
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From: Maureen L. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost gun kits 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 10:39:50 PM 

 

To: Donna O’Leary and Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and thatyou’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. For the safety of our community, Synagogues, churches and 

schools, I strongly urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maureen L. 

Rancho Bernardo, CA 

For more information, please see the L.A. Times Story at 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-02-16/del-mar-gun-show-approved-march 

 

 

From: cmail… 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Letter opposing Ghost Gun Sales at the fairgrounds 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 2:42:50 PM 

Attachments: MaillouxLtr_DelMarFair_gunshow.pdf 

****Important, please be sure to open attachments from trusted sources only. If there is any 

doubt, please contact the helpdesk first.**** Please find attached my letter urging the Board to 

prohibit “ghost gun” sales at the fairgrounds. 

 

CHRISTINE A. M., San Diego, CA 

 

Board of Directors 

22nd District Agricultural Association 

Del Mar Fairgrounds 

2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd 

Del Mar, CA 92014 

 

Re: Gun Sales at Del Mar Fairgrounds 

 

March 3, 2020 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Directors, 
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I have been following the issues regarding gun shows at the Del Mar fairgrounds for some time now. I am 

appalled to learn that not only will the Board once again allow and encourage gun shows on the property, 

but that these shows will include self-assembled firearms (aka “ghost guns”) for sale during the show. 

These guns are a serious threat to public safety because, in addition to well-founded concerns about the 

accessibility of firearms at gun shows, these ghost guns are exempt from many of the state protections and 

are cheap and easy to build. 

 

As a parent of two teenagers, I am concerned for their safety and for the message that they are getting 

when our community leaders, such as the Board who manages the fairgrounds, allows the proliferation of 

these guns into our community. Despite the Board’s actions to suspend gun shows in 2018, any hope I 

had that the Board would act in the public interest has been dashed in light of recent decisions. 

 

Far from a fun, do-it-yourself project, ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in California 

because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. Such guns have no serial number and are untraceable and the buyers of these guns put our 

public safety at risk. Public land such as the fairgrounds should not be used to make access to these guns 

easier. 

 

Please use your appointed position, and the public trust that comes with this role, to take action and refuse 

these sales. 

 

Thank you, 

Christine M. 

 

 

From: ELLIS D. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: No ghost guns 

Date: Tuesday, March 03, 2020 10:06:38 AM 

 

Please reconsider your decision to have ghost guns shown and sold at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. It is 

irresponsible to provide a way for people to circumvent California's gun laws. Do you really want the 

possibility that you gave someone with a grievance a way to kill innocent people? We will never be able 

to get rid of all the guns people in the US have, but ghost guns open the door to bloodshed and loss of life. 

Please reconsider. Your decision may save lives!! 

Thank you 

 

From: N F. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Sale of Ghost Guns at Del Mar Crossroads of the West Gun Show 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 8:04:21 PM 

 

Dear Board Member: 

 

I am astonished to learn that this month’s Crossroads of the West Gun Show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 

is allowing the sale of ghost gun kits. As you know, these guns circumvent CA gun laws, as they are 

untraceable. They will go into the hands of persons who have no background checks, can be any age, and 

are not required to register the gun. In fact, this was the gun used in the recent Santa Clarita shooting. 

 

I am glad to live in a state with gun laws designed to keep our children and our communities safe. I trust 

that you share the urgent life and death concern with preventing gun violence, and ask you to stop the sale 

of these dangerous ghost guns in our community. Thank you for taking action on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy F., San Diego, CA 
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From: Nick F. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Sale of Ghost Guns at Crossroads of the West Gun Show 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 8:07:42 PM 

 

Dear Board Member: 

 

I want to make an urgent request that you stop the planned sale of ghost guns at the upcoming Crossroads 

of the West Gun Show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds. I am very concerned that these guns can be purchased 

without background checks, do not need to be registered, and have been used in other tragic shootings in 

CA. 

 

With the rise of hate crimes, mass shootings and gun violence, I believe these guns present a particular 

danger at our schools, at community events, and in our places of worship. I know that you share this 

concern for San Diego’s safety and for preventing further tragedies. I trust that you will ensure that these 

dangerous guns will not be offered at the Gun Show. 

 

Yours Truly, 

Nicholas F. 

San Diego, CA. 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad 

 

 

From: Mindy D. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Prohibit sale of ghost guns/Crossroads West Gun Show 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 11:22:01 AM 

 

Dear Richard Valdez and honorable Board members, 

 

As a responsible society within a country hosting many mass shootings, we all need to examine the nature 

of craft vs. selling gun parts to make ghost guns as a craft item, unserialized and untraceable. These guns 

kill people when aimed at them and, the trigger is pulled, and the bullet hits the target. Freedom is not 

without responsibility. 

 

Among industrialized nations, the U.S., alone, has produced many mass murderers, due in large part to 

the proliferation of firearms. As compared with the other industrialized nations, the U.S. does not have a 

bigger percentage of unbalanced people, or less counseling programs; and we do have more firearms per 

capita (second behind Yemen.) 

 

Please use your responsibility wisely, and prohibit the sale of ghost guns at the Crossroads, West Gun 

Show, Del Mar Fair, soon to open. 

 

Thank you, 

Mindy D. 

Teaching Artist and 

former Adjunct Professor, CSUSM 
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From: Roni B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: NO GHOST GUNS! 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 11:02:02 AM 

 

We must not allow these sneaky, highly deadly weapons to be built with the help of the Fairgrounds. You 

have the power here locally. For the safety of our citizens, please say NO to ghost guns. 

 

Thank you, 

Roni B. 

San Diego 92119 

 

 

From: Sarah C. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 9:36:03 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am the VP of Religious Practice at Temple Adat Shalom in Poway. Because of the reality of attacks on 

several U.S. synagogues, including in Poway, I am a member of our Blue Crew Security team that 

protects all entering my place of worship. The availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the 

risks already faced by our congregation, as well as other faith communities and schools. 

 

I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Sarah C. 

Temple Adat Shalom - Poway 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 

 

From: Pat L. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Re: Sale of ghost guns at Crossroads of the West event 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 11:35:07 AM 

Attachments: Letter from Pat Libby to Del Mar Fair Grounds Board.pdf 

****Important, please be sure to open attachments from trusted sources only. If there is any 

doubt, please contact the helpdesk first.**** 

Please see attached letter to members of the Del Mar Fair Grounds Board. 

Best, 

Pat 

 

 March 2, 2020  

Dear Members of the Del Mar Fair Grounds Board of Directors:  

 

I am writing regarding the impending sale of ghost guns at the forthcoming Crossroads of the West Gun 

Show. While I appreciate your previous vote to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair – a courageous 
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action that has been (hopefully) temporarily thwarted by a law suit – I implore you now to do everything 

within your power to stop the sale of these untraceable guns. As you are well aware, ghost guns are sold 

with no waiting period, background check or age limit.  

 

The rise in hate crimes and school gun violence has grown exponentially across the country as evidenced 

by the attack on the Poway Synagogue and continuing threats to local schools throughout the region. As a 

member of Temple Emanu-El, I can tell you that it is unnerving to have to worship each week under the 

protection of armed guards. It is unconscionable to sell these guns that put all of us at risk.  

 

I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair.  

 

Sincerely,  

Pat L.  

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Jill S. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 6:54:24 PM 

 

We must not allow these sneaky, highly deadly weapons to be built with the help of the Fairgrounds. You 

have the power here locally. For the safety of our citizens, please say NO to ghost guns. 

 

Thank you, 

Jill S. 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

 

From: Vicky K. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: gun show at del mar fairgrounds 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 8:03:20 AM 

 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee 

Haydu,Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson, 

I am a resident of San Diego and am happy to live in a state with decent gun laws. Unfortunately I 

recently learned that a gun show planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by anyone and used to 

shoot any of us. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety 

laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by criminals who can't buy a gun legally.  

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 
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Mar Fairgrounds. This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone has the money 

to buy a gun, they can buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal 

channels to buy their gun as required in CA. 

 

Thanks for doing what you know is the right thing to do and could save many lives, 

Vicky K. 

 

 
From: Rita W. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 9:38:12 PM 

It just came to my attention that you are going to be selling ghost guns at the next gun show. Please keep 

these deadly and sneaky guns out of our Fairgrounds. This is where my children go to have a good time. 

It's just another way to kill people 

Rita W. 

 

 

From: Dana Q. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns at the Del Mar Fair 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 2:32:15 AM 

I would appreciate your conveyance of this correspondence to President Valdez and fellow board 

members. Sincerely, Dana Q, San Diego 92119 

 

Dear President Valdez and fellow board members – 

 

At a Sunday morning meeting, I learned, to my dismay, that despite your board’s responsible action in 

September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-

owned property you administer, there are efforts to circumvent this, especially by allowing the presence 

of assemble-it-yourself “ghost guns” that will be for sale at the Crossroads of the West Gun Show at the 

Del Mar Fairgrounds March 14-15. 

 

As you know, these “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by local 

folks and used to shoot any of us. A Crossroads representative called this a “craft”; but it is a dangerous 

one. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in 

California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. A “ghost gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. 

 

Please do what you can to prohibit this atrocious activity. Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, Dana Q. 
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From: Ona R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 2:28:38 AM 

 

To: Board, Del Mar Fair: 

 

I am a Solana Beach resident and appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del 

Mar Fair and that you’ve had to deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. 

However, the sale of ghost guns is unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns 

are sold with no waiting period, background check, or age limit. 

 

I have grandchildren who now have to practice for an active shooter. Please help stop the insanity. 

 

I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Ona R. 

 

 
From: Maurice P. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Guns 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 6:46:16 PM 

 

We must not allow these sneaky, highly deadly weapons to be built with the help of the Fairgrounds. You 

have the power here locally. For the safety of our citizens, please say NO to ghost guns. 

 

Maurice P. 

 

 
From: virginia g. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Block Ghost guns sales 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 10:05:15 AM 

 

Dear Members of the Board of the Del Mar Fair: 

 

Please, please don’t permit ghost guns at the West Gun Show. Enough lives have been lost. Need more be 

said? 

 

Virginia G 

 

From: Jill R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: BAN GHOST GUNS..... 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 10:42:05 PM 

 

At least at your own Gun Shows at the beloved Del Mar Fairgrounds. What were you thinking??? To be 

responsible for another domestic attack here in San Diego?  

 

Jill R. 

Temple Adat Shalom 

Action for Social Justice Committee 
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From: Shelley A. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Sale of Ghost Guns 

Date: Monday, March 02, 2020 9:43:27 PM 

 

To: President Valdez and all Board Members 

Del Mar Fairgrounds 

2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd., Del Mar, CA 92014 

c/o Donna O'Leary 

 

I am writing to urge you to prohibit the sale of assemble-it-yourself “ghost guns” at the Crossroads of the 

West Gun Show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds March 14-15. 

 

These guns pose a danger to residents because they are sold without background checks, age limits, 

required registration, or firearms training certificates. 

 

Allowing the sale of such “ghost guns,” which are unserialized and untraceable, would increase the risk of 

gun violence, particularly posing a threat to those already victimized, including students, religious 

minorities, and even members of the general public attending large public gatherings. 

 

As a resident of San Diego who attends religious services under the protection of armed guards, this is a 

matter of great personal concern. Your decision in 2018 to temporarily suspend gun shows at the Del Mar 

Fair was wise and prudent; please continue your sensible and responsible actions, and contribute to a safer 

San Diego, by prohibiting the sale of ghost guns at the upcoming event on March 14-15. 

 

Thank you. 

Shelley A. 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Rhonda A. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: "ghost gun sales" 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 11:40:46 PM 

 

Donna: Please forward this email to the board members for the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, 

Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson: 

 

I recently learned that a gun show planned at the Fairgrounds here in Del Mar threatens to circumvent our 

laws by selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by anyone and used to 

shoot any of us. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing gun safety 

laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by criminals who can't buy a gun legally. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that. 
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You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 

Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone desires to buy a gun, they can 

buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal channels to buy their 

gun as required in CA. 

 

Thank you for doing what you know is the right thing to do and could save many lives. 

Rhonda A. 

-- 

Rhonda A. 

 

 

From: Janice S. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Please ban ghost gun sales 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 2:22:11 PM 

 

To the Del Mar Fair Board: 

 

I appreciate that you previously voted to suspend gun shows at the Del Mar Fair and that you’ve had to 

deal with legal action by the Crossroads of the West Gun Show. However, the sale of ghost guns is 

unconscionable. Components needed to make these untraceable guns are sold with no waiting period, 

background check, or age limit. 

 

I am a member of Temple Emanu-El in Del Cerro. Because of the reality of attacks on several U.S. 

synagogues, including in Poway, I have to pass armed guards simply to enter my place of worship. The 

availability of ghost guns in our backyard increases the risks already faced by our congregation, as well as 

other faith communities and schools. 

 

I urge you to ban the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar Fair. 

 

Respectfully, 

Janice S. 

San Diego 

 

 

From: Ken B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: No Ghost Guns at Del Mar Fairground 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 8:14:34 PM 

 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, 

Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson, 

 

I am a resident of San Diego and am happy to live in a state with decent gun laws. Unfortunately I 

recently learned that a gun show planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. I am deeply concerned 

that “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks. In fact they can be assembled by anyone and 
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used to shoot any of us. Such guns are without an identification number and untraceable. Ghost guns are 

circumventing our gun safety laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, 

required registration and firearms training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by 

criminals who can't buy a gun legally. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 

Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone has the money to buy a gun, 

they can buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal channels to 

buy their gun as required in CA. 

 

Thank you for taking this step and protecting the lives of the people of San Diego County. 

 

Ken B. 

San Diego, 

Ken B. 

 

 

From: Lor W. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show Del Mar Fairgrounds 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 9:48:22 AM 

 

Donna O’Leary, Del Mar Fairgrounds, 2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard, Del Mar, CA 92014 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

Please vote no against the gun sale planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds March 14/15. You voted in 

September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-

owned property you administer. Please continue your moral stance against the gun trade. Too much 

damage has been caused in this country because of our lax gun laws. By voting no you will be doing the 

right thing and allow us to live with less fear of gun violence in our communities, 

 

Thank you, 

Lor W., San Diego 

 

 

From: Marsha K. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Gun Show at the Del Mar Fair Grounds 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 10:37:23 PM 

 

Please forward this email to the board members for the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

Thank you very much, 
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Marsha Korobkin 

 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, 

Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson, 

 

I am a resident of San Diego and am happy to live in a state with decent gun laws. Unfortunately I 

recently learned that a gun show planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by anyone and used to 

shoot any of us. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety 

laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by criminals who can't buy a gun legally. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 

Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone has the money to buy a gun, 

they can buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal channels to 

buy their gun as required in CA. 

 

Thanks for doing what you know is the right thing to do and could save many lives. 

 

Marsha K. 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Bleema M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 4:03:02 PM 

 

To the Board: 

 

We ask you to consider deleting the ghost guns from the gun show this month. The guns are untraceable 

and unqualified. They are an obvious and serious threat to our communities and we ask you to prevent 

these guns from their sale. 

 

Thank you 

 

Bleema M. 

Richard W. 

Del Mar Ca 
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From: Ellen G. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost Gun kits being sold on public property 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 4:51:57 PM 

 

Please forward this email to the board members for the Del Mar Fairgrounds. 

Thank you very much, 

Ellen Goren 

 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, 

Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson, 

 

I am a resident of San Diego and am happy to live in a state with decent gun laws. Unfortunately I 

recently learned that a gun show planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by anyone and used to 

shoot any of us. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety 

laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by criminals who can't buy a gun legally. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 

Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone has the money to buy a gun, 

they can buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal channels to 

buy their gun as required in CA. 

 

Thanks for doing what you know is the right thing to do and could save many lives. 

 

Ellen G. 

San Diego, CA 

 

 

From: Nan R. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Del Mar Fairgrounds Gun Show 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 9:51:40 PM 

 

Dear Board of Directors for the Del Mar Fairgrounds, 

 

The announcement in 2018 that the Del Mar Fairgrounds would no longer host gun sales showed wisdom 

and leadership. Now, not only will the Fairgrounds allow the sale of guns, but also "ghost guns" that can 

be constructed without age limits, background checks, registration, or safety training. This is flagrant 

negligence that puts our communities at risk. In November 2019, two teenagers were killed at a high 

school in Santa Clarita with a ghost gun. 
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Please, for the sake of safety and common sense, do not allow the sale of ghost guns at the Del Mar 

Fairgrounds. Furthermore, I encourage you to reinstate your prior decision to no longer host gun sales at 

the Fairgrounds. 

 

Dr. Nan R. 

San Diego resident 

 

 

From: Betty A. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Danger of Ghost Guns 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 5:16:59 PM 

 

Dear Board members including President Richard Valdez, Vice President Lisa Barkett, Lee Haydu, 

Kathlyn Mead, Don Mosier, Sam Nijabat, Frederick Schenck, Pierre Sleiman and David Watson, 

 

I am a resident of San Diego and am happy to live in a state with decent gun laws. Unfortunately I 

recently learned that a gun show planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds threatens to circumvent our laws by 

selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ kits to anyone who has the money to buy a kit. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by anyone and used to 

shoot any of us. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety 

laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms 

training certificates. They are increasingly being used in crimes by criminals who can't buy a gun legally. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will share the responsibility with the Crossroads gun show. A “ghost 

gun” was used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita massacre. We simply can’t afford anything like 

that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “Ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse to allow these guns to be sold on public property at the Del 

Mar Fairgrounds. 

 

This does not infringe on anyone's second amendment rights. If someone has the money to buy a gun, 

they can buy it legally with a traceable serial number and the buyer can go through the legal channels to 

buy their gun as required in CA. 

 

Thanks for doing what you know is the right thing to do and could save many lives. 

 

Betty A. 

La Jolla, CA 

 

From: Joanne L. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Crossroads of the West Ghost Gun Kit Sales 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 1:49:53 PM 

 

Dear Board Member, 

 

As a resident of San Diego County, I am alarmed to find out that “ghost gun” kits will be sold at the 

upcoming Crossroads of the West Gun Show. It is truly shocking to me that these kits can be sold 
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without background checks and taken home the same day. There is no guarantee that the owner will 

comply with the California law requiring the owner to apply for a serial number and affix it to the 

assembled gun, so it is likely many of the guns will be untraceable. It is a true adage that security is only 

as good as its weakest link, and here we have a link that allows California’s gun violence prevention laws 

to be circumvented. I implore you to do the right thing and ban these sales from the gun show. Lives may 

depend upon it. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joanne L. 

La Mesa, CA 

 

 

From: Alec I. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Crossroads Gun Show 

Date: Sunday, March 01, 2020 8:01:34 PM 

 

Dear Board Member, 

 

My name is Alec I. and I am a student at San Diego City College. I understand that in the upcoming 

Crossroads gun show at the Del Mar Fairgrounds, build-yourself "Ghost Gun" kits will be available for 

sale. As I understand it, these kits circumvent many of the laws put in place to track and control the sale 

of firearms in the state of California. 

 

We have laws in place to protect both buyers and the community at large, such as background checks, age 

limits, and waiting periods that restrict the purchase of firearms in our state. It is my belief that the spirit 

of these laws are already intended to cover "Ghost Guns," but manufacturers and sellers have found a way 

to slip through the cracks. I am only asking for gun buyers, and sellers, to follow the spirit of the law. 

 

For the safety of the community, please consider banning outright the sales of build-yourself gun kits, or 

"Ghost Guns" on state-owned property, at the very least until they can be sold with the same level of 

procedure that is afforded to traditional firearms. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Alec I. 

Concerned Student, San Diego, CA. 

 

From: Alice M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ban Ghost Guns Sales at Fairgrounds 

Date: Saturday, February 29, 2020 4:46:21 PM 

 

Why would you even consider selling these “Toy Like guns" that evade: 

1) background checks 

2) age limits 

3) registration 

4) firearms training certificates. 

These will appeal to children and underage people in particular. Selling these a the Fairgrounds will add 

to gun violence and more loss of life. Could be your loved one! 

 

Alice M. 

Del Mar resident since 1943 
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From: IRA S. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Item for Directors" Board Packets 

Date: Saturday, February 29, 2020 10:05:55 AM 

Attachments: Ghost Guns Cover The Sandpiper.pdf 

****Important, please be sure to open attachments from trusted sources only. If there is any doubt, please 

contact 

the helpdesk first.**** 

 

Donna, 

Would you please include the attached article from the Del Mar Sandpiper in the Directors’ packets for 

the March 10 Board meeting; if I am too late for the Board packet, please distribute to them prior to the 

meeting. 

Regards, 

Ira 

 

 

GHOSTS AT FAIRGROUNDS 
Ira Sharp | Crest Road 

 
Ira Sharp demonstrating ghost gun assembly to Fair Board during public comments, with Fair Board member Don Mosier in the 

background. 

Source: NeverAgainCA.org/ 

 

Ghost guns are un-serialized, untraceable firearms assembled from unregulated firearm parts and 

components requiring some assembly by the purchaser. Like real ghosts, they cannot be traced by law 

enforcement without a serial number; they are instantly available because there is no 10-day waiting 

period. There is no background check, no age limit, no trace of taxes and no certificate of firearm training 

when a ghost gun is purchased. All the gun laws that have made California one of the safest 

states in USA are ghosted away. 

 

Despite the fact that the Del Mar Fair board suspended gun shows and Todd Gloria led a successful effort 

to pass legislation to end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-owned Del Mar Fairgrounds 

effective in 2021, Crossroads of the West obtained a preliminary injunction to permit Crossroads to hold 

gun shows during the pendency of the lawsuit under the same terms as before. Those contractual terms 

did not prevent the Fair Board from determining who was a fit vendor. 

 

In July, 2018 when the first acknowledged ghost guns showed up for sale at the Crossroads gun show in 

Del Mar, the Fair Board President directed Crossroads immediately to expel the vendor, Firearms 

Unknown, from the show. NeverAgainCA is protesting the current Fair Board’s inaction on ghost gun 

vendors because public safety is at risk. More than 80% of the Crossroads vendors now sell ghost guns, 

not guns on the state registry. Ghost gun sales are robust and an observer at a recent Southern California 

gun show counted a single vendor selling as many as 21 guns in one hour. 

 

Besides the obvious reasons that a felon, a teenager, or a mentally ill person desiring to purchase a gun 

would want to evade the laws and purchase a ghost gun, there are immediacy and financial reasons for 
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buying ghost guns, which look like a 9mm Glock or an AR15. A ghost gun fires like a gun and kills like a 

gun and costs about $200 less than a factory manufactured 9mm Glock. In less than 3 minutes you can 

buy a complete ghost gun kit at a Crossroads gun show and in less than 15 minutes, you can put the parts 

together. In the past it took skill and perseverance to find and purchase all the parts to make a rifle or 

handgun. Now you open up a box the size of a VHS videotape, snap off five plastic parts, file down any 

rough edges with the abrasive stone provided; drill three holes into the frame with the provided drill bits 

and you have a $400 gun that is as capable of inflicting death as a 9 mm Glock manufactured in a factory 

and which costs over $600. 

 

California’s death rate from guns used in homicides, suicides, and accidental shootings has been declining 

faster than death rates in most of the rest of the country because of our tough gun regulations. When the 

Fair Board says hello to ghost gun vendors, the community can say goodbye to declining death rates. Tell 

the Fair board to act now or all of our lives will be at increasing risk as these Ghost guns are sold to those 

most at risk to hurting themselves or others. 

 

According to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), In one year, ghost guns accounted for 

more than 30% of guns recovered in crimes. Next year could be 60% and by 2021, it could be 90%. There 

is something you can do. Join NeverAgainCA.org in demanding that the Fair Board stop the sale of ghost 

gun components now. Their names are here:  

 

http://bit.ly/fairboard 

 

Their email addresses are First initial, last name @sdfair.com; example rvaldez@sdfair.com 

 

If we do not stop them now, they will be back on March 14 and 15, 2020. 

© 2007-2020 Del Mar Community Alliance, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

From: Liz D. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: FYI re Ghost Guns 

Date: Saturday, February 29, 2020 4:31:45 PM 

 

Dear Donna: 

 

I have sent the following letters via email to each Board Member: 

My life and the lives of my family and friends are at greater risk unless you take action to end the sale of 

ghost guns at the Crossroads Gun Show on March 14 & 15, 2020 and any Crossroads shows thereafter if 

court ordered. 

 

While we will never know the number of lives you saved by your vote on September 11, 2018 for a 

moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-owned property you 

administer, we know the risk is now even greater than before because of the increased number of Ghost 

guns being sold at Crossroads gun shows. 

 

In my community we have seen the risk of gun violence first-hand. You have, too, in San Diego. The Los 

Angeles office of ATF recently stated that more than 30% of in recovered crime guns were unserialized 

and untraceable. You now know that Ghost guns are overtaking our gun safety laws in California because 

the purchasers evade background checks, age limits, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

Two of the current board members in charge of your strategic planning effort spoke strongly about the 

incompatibility of the Fairgrounds’ mission statement and Crossroads gun shows. You can’t ask for 

community input on strategic planning now and put the community at greater risk at the same time. 

 

In July 2018, your former Board Chairman recognized the risk and immediately expelled 
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Firearms Unknown when he saw them set up as a vendor. I implore you to carry out your fiduciary 

responsibility to the state, law enforcement and the Governor. You have the power to act. 

 

With hope for your protection, 

 Elizabeth B. D. 

 

From: Sandy G. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Cc: campaign@samnejabat.com 

Subject: RE: Ghost Gun sales at Crossroads Gun Shows 

Date: Saturday, February 29, 2020 6:29:46 AM 

Attachments: Letter to Sam Nejabat re ghost guns.docx 

****Important, please be sure to open attachments from trusted sources only. If there is any 

doubt, please contact the helpdesk first.**** 

(letter attached) 

 

February 29, 2020 

 

To:  Sam Nejabat, DM Fairgrounds Board member 

RE:  Ghost Gun Sales at Crossroads Gun Shows 

 

About a month ago, you walked my Carmel Valley neighborhood to introduce yourself as a candidate for 

District 1 City Council. You have several signs in our cul-de-sac and throughout our streets. I receive 

many of your mailers and I actually read them. You state that one of your priorities is Protecting 

Neighborhoods. I am asking you to take a stance against the Crossroads gun show now. 

 

My life and the lives of my family and friends are at greater risk unless you take action to end the sale of 

ghost guns at the Crossroads Gun Show on March 14 & 15, 2020 and any Crossroads shows thereafter if 

court ordered.   

 

While we will never know the number of lives you saved by your vote on September 11, 2018 for a 

moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-owned property you 

administer, we know the risk is now even greater than before because of the increased number of Ghost 

guns being sold at Crossroads gun shows.   

 

In my community we have seen the risk of gun violence first-hand. You have, too, in San Diego. The Los 

Angeles office of ATF recently stated that more than 30% of in recovered crime guns were unserialized 

and untraceable.  You now know that Ghost guns are overtaking our gun safety laws in California because 

the purchasers evade background checks, age limits, required registration and firearms training 

certificates.   

 

Two of the current board members in charge of your strategic planning effort spoke strongly about the 

incompatibility of the Fairgrounds’ mission statement and Crossroads gun shows.  You can’t ask for 

community input on strategic planning now and put the community at greater risk at the same time.  

 

In July 2018, your former Board Chairman recognized the risk and immediately expelled Firearms 

Unknown when he saw them set up as a vendor.  I implore you to carry out your fiduciary responsibility 

to the state, law enforcement and the Governor.  You have the power to act.  

With hope for your protection,  

Sandy G. 

San Diego, CA 

cc:  Donna O/Leary  
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From: Amy C. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: No to Del Mar Gun Show 

Date: Friday, February 28, 2020 1:06:58 PM 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

As a resident of Del Mar and local educator watching children and youth get murdered by guns across the 

country, I am alarmed to learn that a gun sale planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds March 14/15 threatens 

to circumvent our laws by selling build-yourself “ghost guns“ into our backyard. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by local folks and 

used to shoot any of us. A Crossroads representative called this a “craft”; I’m not at all amused. Such 

guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in California 

because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will be responsible. A “ghost gun” was used to kill youth in the recent 

Santa Clarita school shooting. We simply can’t afford anything like that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse these sales. 

 

Otherwise, honestly I’ll never step foot on the Fairgrounds again. San Diego children’s safety comes first. 

 

Thanks for doing the right thing. 

-- 

Amy M. C. 

 

 

From: Amy B. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Upcoming Gun Sale 

Date: Thursday, February 27, 2020 1:37:02 PM 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

Today I mark the 40th anniversary of my father’s death. He committed suicide at 42 with a gun that while 

purchased legally, should never have been in the hands of a mentally ill man. You cannot begin to 

imagine the devastation this gun violence has wrought nor the repercussions it continues to have four 

decades later. So naturally,I was outraged to learn that a gun sale planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds 

March 14/15 threatens to circumvent California law by selling buildyourself “ghost guns“ into our 

backyard. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be easily assembled and used to kill 

oneself or others. Such guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun 

safety laws in California because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and 

firearms training certificates. This has to stop! 
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By allowing this gun show on Fairgrounds property you are ignoring the suicide epidemic sweeping this 

country. You’ll be turning your backs on San Diego children, faith communities, and all public spaces at 

new risk for massacres. And the Fairgrounds board will be responsible. Remember that a “ghost gun” was 

used to kill youth in the recent Santa Clarita school shooting. Senseless gun violence must stop! 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. I applaud you for this action and I urge you to continue to act 

courageously and sensibly and to refuse these sales on Fairgrounds property. 

 

Put safety first. By voting no to gun sales, you’ll be putting our community -- those who want to live 

without fear -- first. By voting no, you’ll be doing the right thing for us all. 

 

Amy B., San Diego 

 

 

From: Patty M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Plea for NO Ghost Guns at Del Mar 

Date: Thursday, February 27, 2020 9:25:53 AM 

In care of: Donna O’Leary, Del Mar Fairgrounds, 2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard, Del Mar, 

CA 92014 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

As a native San Diegan and life long visitor to Del Mar and Del Mar Fairgrounds, I was relieved last fall 

when AB893 became law. With all the gun violence that has occurred in San Diego County just in my 

lifetime, I felt it completely inappropriate for gun and ammunition sales to be held on public property 

when the government’s first priority should be the safety and well being of it’s citizens. 

 

We knew that the gun lobby would not go quietly as Crossroads of the West vowed to challenge AB893. 

As such we have our first test coming in March. Crossroads and gun sellers have found a way to 

circumvent California law and the will of the majority of San Diegans with “ghost guns.” While 

Crossroads markets ghost guns as firearm kits that “are fun to assemble. It’s a craft, a project,” these guns 

are no joke, not toys, unregulated and even more dangerous; 

· They are unregulated (this cannot be emphasized enough) 

· Contain no serial number 

· Are untraceable 

· Have no background check requirement 

· Have no purchasing age limit 

· Have no waiting period requirement 

· Do not require licensing, training or registration 

· The weapons can be customized by the builder 

· The resulting weapon can evade detection 

 

Already in the short amount of time they have been in existence, just in California alone, according to 

Wikipedia, four noted crimes were committed with ghost guns: a murder-suicide involving college 

students in Walnut Creek, a shootout between hostage-taking bank robbers and Stockton police officers, a 

mass shooting at Santa Monica College in 2013 by a student who was prohibited from owning a gun, and 

a shooting spree at Rancho Tehama Reserve in 2017 by a man who was served a restraining order that 

barred him from possessing guns. 

 

Lastly, Crossroads has allowed cash sales without receipts and vendors with violations to continue selling 

at their gun shows. I ask that all board members read and consider this article by the Los Angeles Times. 
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Is this the course that you want to chart for San Diegans? I was old enough to understand the horror of the 

McDonald massacre in San Ysidro. I have heard of numerous acquaintances who lost children due to kids 

playing with guns all around San Diego, including Poway and El Cajon. 

 

I ask you to rethink your calendar and remove Crossroads of the West from the March event calendar and 

all future events. We do not need blood money in San Diego – we do well enough economically without 

sacrificing the lives of our children and residents. 

 

Signed a very concerned lifelong San Diegan, 

Patricia (Patty) M. 

 

 

From: Mica P. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Cc: Mica P. 

Subject: Say no to "ghost guns" at the Fairgrounds 

Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 7:58:54 PM 

 

TO: Donna O’Leary 

Del Mar Fairgrounds 

2260 Jimmy Durante Boulevard 

Del Mar, CA 92014 

 

Dear Board members, 

 

As a local professor and parent watching children and youth get murdered by guns across the country, 

I’ve considered myself lucky to live in a state with decent gun laws. Yet I just learned that a gun sale 

planned at the Del Mar Fairgrounds March 14/15 threatens to circumvent our laws by selling build-

yourself “ghost guns“ into our backyard. 

 

These “ghost guns” can be sold without background checks; they can be assembled by local folks and 

used to shoot any of us. A Crossroads representative called this a “craft”; I’m not at all amused. Such 

guns are unserialized and untraceable. Ghost guns are circumventing our gun safety laws in California 

because buyers evade age limits, background checks, required registration and firearms training 

certificates. 

 

This means you’ll put San Diego schools, faith communities, and all public spaces at new risk for 

massacres— and the Fairgrounds will be responsible. A “ghost gun” was used to kill youth in the recent 

Santa Clarita school shooting. We simply can’t afford anything like that here in San Diego. 

 

You voted in September 2018 for a moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition 

on the state-owned property you administer. Don’t step backwards by allowing “ghost gun” sales at 

Crossroads gun shows. Take action and refuse these sales. 

 

Otherwise, honestly I’ll never step foot on the Fairgrounds again. San Diego children’s safety comes first. 

 

Thanks for doing the right thing. 

 

Mica P. 

San Diego 
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From: Rachel M. 

To: Donna O"Leary 

Subject: Ghost guns at gun show 

Date: Wednesday, February 26, 2020 2:16:15 PM 

 

Dear Board Member: 

 

I am a parent of teenage children here in solana beach and I am also a climate action commissioner for the 

city council. I have spoken at previous board neetings, as has my 14 year old son, pleading with you to 

end the gun shows which glorify gun usage at a time when we desperately need note restraint and bans on 

assault style weapons. 

My life and the lives of my family and friends are at greater risk unless you take action to end the sale of 

ghost guns at the Crossroads Gun Show on March 14 & 15, 2020 and any Crossroads shows thereafter if 

court ordered.  

While we will never know the number of lives you saved by your vote on September 11, 2018 for a 

moratorium to temporarily end the sale of firearms and ammunition on the state-owned property you 

administer, we know the risk is now even greater than before because of the increased number of Ghost 

guns being sold at Crossroads gun shows. 

In my community we have seen the risk of gun violence first-hand. You have, too, in San Diego. The Los 

Angeles office ofATF recently stated that more than 30% of in recovered crime guns were unserialized 

and untraceable. You now know that Ghost guns are overtaking our gun safety laws in California because 

the purchasers evade background checks, age limits, required registration and firearms training 

certificates.  

Two of the current board members in charge of your strategic planning effort spoke strongly about the 

incompatibility of the Fairgrounds’ mission statement and Crossroads gun shows. You can’t ask for 

community input on strategic planning now and put the community at greater risk at the same time. 

In July 2018, your former Board Chairman recognized the risk and immediately expelled Firearms 

Unknown when he saw them set up as a vendor. I implore you to carry out your fiduciary responsibility to 

the state, law enforcement and the Governor. You have the power to act. 

 

With hope for your protection, 

Rachel M. 

 

 


