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Mandy Guerra

From: Donna O'Leary
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 1:19 PM
To: Mandy Guerra
Subject: FW: Reader article
Attachments: August letterspeech.docx

Categories: done

For Board packet under the Homeless Housing. 
 

From: Tim    
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 5:55 PM 
To: Donna O'Leary <doleary@sdfair.com> 
Subject: Re: Reader article 

 
****Important, please be sure to open attachments from trusted sources only. If there is any doubt, please 
contact the helpdesk first.****  
Hello Donna-   
 
Unfortunately, in trying to send it to you and Lisa I lost it in the cloud.  I've asked the Reader to send me back a 
copy but I'm not holding my breath.  I hope they will publish it, and then you will see what I wrote.  It was 
supportive of Lisa, and I think the attack was unfair.   
 
Since I have you, attached is a different letter I want to send to the Board.  Hopefully you will include it in the 
packet.  It contains similar sentiments about Lisa. 
 
Thanks, Tim 
 
On Thursday, July 30, 2020, 5:45:18 PM PDT, Donna O'Leary <doleary@sdfair.com> wrote:  
 
 

Tim could you send me a copy of the letter you wrote.  I would love to include it in our Board packet. 

  

Thanks so much! 

  

  

Donna M. O’Leary 

Executive Assistant to Timothy J. Fennell 

CEO/General Manager 



 
 
Dear Board members- 
 
 I am writing on behalf of the homeowners who live in Rancho Farms Estates, a few miles 
inland from the Fairgrounds.  As President of our Homeowners’ Association I want you to know 
that we are unalterably opposed to any proposal to house the homeless on the Fairgrounds or 
Horsepark properties.   
 
 The original Fixx proposal called for up to 1,500 “cottages” to be placed there.  This is an 
environmentally sensitive location with no transportation, health care, or low-cost services.  It 
is also one of the most affluent and densely populated communities in the world, one where 
residents would feel unsafe with a large number if indigent people on the streets.  If there is a 
need for a homeless encampment, it should be in a remote area, one that minimizes the impact 
on the local population. 
 
 I’d like to clear up several misconceptions.   
 
 First, this is not veterans’ shelter.  It is aimed at the general homeless population, some 
of whom are veterans.  To call it a veterans’ shelter is an abuse of the facts. 
 
 Second, this will not be temporary.  The units in the Fixx proposal were self-contained 
individual cottages with television, shower, bed, refrigerator, desk, and sink. We understand 
you are no longer dealing with Fixx, but in all likelihood a replacement contractor would 
provide similar amenities.  Once in place, one can only imagine the ruckus any attempt to 
remove them would cause. 
 
 Third, we have been told not to worry because implementing the proposed shelter will 
take a long time.  But bad policy does not become good policy just because it takes a long time 
to implement.  Bad policy needs to be stopped in its infancy, which is now. 
 
 In closing, I would like to disassociate myself and our Board from the comments in the 
San Diego Reader which were directed at Board Member Burkett.  I have had several 
conversations with her on the homeless issue, and she has always been open and responsive.  
The issue of an encampment in our neighborhood is a horrible idea, and it should be rejected 
out of hand.  But that is because it is bad policy, not because of accusations against a person 
who is doing her best to evaluate it fairly. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Tim  
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Mandy Guerra

From: Donna O'Leary
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2020 2:10 PM
To: Mandy Guerra
Subject: FW: Homeless shelter at Del Mar Fairgrounds

For Board packet please. 
 

From: Antonio    
Sent: Wednesday, August 05, 2020 7:19 PM 
To: Donna O'Leary  
Subject: Homeless shelter at Del Mar Fairgrounds 

 

Dear Board Members: 

Rancho Pacifica is a community of 150 homes and about 400 residents who live directly southeast of the Del 
Mar Horse Park. The entrance to our community is at San Dieguito Road opposite the Fairbanks Golf Course. 
We write to express our concerns about the proposal to house homeless at the Fairgrounds and at the Horse 
Park.  

We strongly oppose this proposed Homeless Housing project as it will be detrimental to all residents of this area 
as well as businesses at Flower Hill Mall and others nearby.  
 
Simply stated, there is just no infrastructure for homeless to live in the area. There is a lack of public transit, no 
jobs, no services (health care), no infrastructure (utilities), and no easy way of providing basic needs such as 
water, sewer, garbage disposal, electricity, etc. Damage to the Del Mar Fairgrounds will not be easy to repair 
and will be very costly. When we recover from the pandemic we will be left without this valuable asset. There 
are large tracts of land available inland north and east of here (as well as southeast towards the border with 
Mexico) that should be considered for this purpose.  
 
We request that you do not approve this project and do not allow it to go any further. 
 
Sincerely, 
Antonio  and Maria  
Homeowners at Rancho Pacifica 
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